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Romance scams

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘        Never send money or give 
credit card or online account 
details to anyone you don’t 
know and trust. No matter 
how plausible the request 
may seem, remind yourself 
that a virtual stranger is 
asking you for money.

 here are few worse 
forms of crime than 
those which play on the 
emotions of innocent 

and often lonely people. Internet 
dating is big business in the 21st 
century, with thousands of us 
joining a dating site in search 
of love and happiness, yet an 
increasing number of these people 
are finding themselves targeted 

not by Cupid’s arrows, but by 
cold-hearted scammers. Recent 
figures suggest as many as one 
in four of all adults use a dating 
site at some time, and the figures 
that the scammers are chasing are 
the numbers in the bank accounts 
of unsuspecting users. Many of 
us like to think that we are savvy 
to these people, but they are 
employing increasingly elaborate 
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The effects of 
cyberbullying

T
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he traditional perception 
of bullying has changed 
significantly due to the 

rise of modern technology. It is no 
longer restricted to the traditional 
concept of something that 
occurs in the school playground 
or the walk home from school. 
The most frightening aspect of 
cyberbullying is that it can occur 
anywhere - at home, via email, 
texts, telephone calls, WhatsApp 
and social media websites 24 

hours a day, seven days a week, 
and rather than being confined to 
an individual perpetrator or a gang, 
it can potentially involve hundreds 
of people. For the victims of 
cyberbullying, the effects can be 
equally as devastating, as physical 
violence, leaving them feeling hurt, 
humiliated, angry, depressed, or in 
extreme cases even suicidal. The 
key to overcoming the problem is 
to recognise it and be able to take 
steps against it from the onset... 

.......................................................

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘       Often, cyberbullying can 
be even more painful 
than face-to-face bullying 
because it is so intrusive – 
the places where a victim 
would ordinarily feel safe 
are by no means a haven 
from the bullies.

Standing up for the rights 
of pets that are offended 
by aesthetically unpleasant 
pranksters means that 
in Oklahoma, you can be 
arrested for making ugly 
faces at a dog. 

I’m guessing it reduces 
the number of hospital 
admissions with nasty 
splinters - In Devon, Texas, 
it is against the law to make 
furniture while you are nude.

Bad news for anyone who 
likes to be accompanied by a 
string instrument in a flimsy 
container…In  Salt Lake 
County, Utah, it’s illegal to 
walk down the street carrying 
a violin in a paper bag.

If you’re going on a ski holiday 
in the future, you’ll need to 
know that in Switzerland, it 
is illegal for a man to relieve 
himself while standing up 
after 10pm. 

In Texas, it’s illegal to 
threaten somebody with an 
UNLOADED gun. Not sure 
if that means threatening 
someone with a loaded gun 
is legal or not… Going to the Algarve this 

summer? Please bear in mind 
that In Portugal, it’s against 
the law to pee in the ocean.

In Connecticut there are 
no excuses for sleeping on 
the job! Night watchmen 
are forbidden from drinking 
decaffeinated coffee while 
working.

In Illinois they are clearly 
clamping down on smoking, 
as giving a lighted cigar to a 
pet is illegal.

In Montana, it’s illegal to tear 
a phone book in half. Geoff 
Capes never goes there on 
holiday.

The Italian fashion police 
obviously carry some weight, 
anyone considered “obese” 
is forbidden from wearing 
polyester.

Presumably seeking to save 
excessive dry cleaning bills 
for dim-witted people, it is 
illegal in Kentucky, to carry 
ice cream cones in your 
pocket.

In Australia, it’s illegal to 
name any animal you plan to 
eat. Bet Skippy is relieved.

Clearly having tired of 
smart-Alecs, in New Jersey, 
answering a traffic officer 
who enquires “Do you know 
why I pulled you over?” by 
saying, “If you don’t know, 
I’m not going to tell you” will 
get you an automatic three 
hundred dollar fine.

Glad I discovered this before 
I went there on holiday, in 
Victoria. Australia after mid 
day on Sunday, it’s illegal to 
wear pink hot pants.

Cross-dressing inanimate 
objects in Indiana is a big 
no-no. it’s against the law 
to dress ‘Barbie’ in ‘Ken’s’ 
clothes.

In Samoa, it’s a crime to 
forget your own wife’s 
birthday. This law also exists 
in my house. 

Pennsylvanian practical 
jokers have a battle on their 
hands with the fun police - in 
Pennsylvania, it’s against the 
law to tie a dollar bill on a bit 
of string on the ground and 
pull it away when someone 
tries to pick it up.

In Florida men seen publicly 
in any kind of strapless gown 
can be fined.

In California it is illegal for a 
vehicle without a driver to 
exceed 60 miles per hour. So 
who do the police actually 
arrest?
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Under Arrest?
You’re Having a Laugh!

 great many of us are aware of what 
constitutes breaking the law and thankfully, 
abide by the rules. As law abiding citizens 
we know wrong from right and can say 

with great confidence that we are the good guys and 
not the law breakers. The law however can be a rather 
unusual thing! Most of us may have encountered an 

urban myth or two about some of the bizarre laws 
that are in place throughout the world but believe it 
or not all of the following are true! Admittedly many 
were put in place centuries ago and have never been 
repealed, but it should keep you all on your toes when 
travelling – particularly to the USA which seems to 
have the monopoly on weird law-breaking!
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Being
Cyber-Safe
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here is no escaping the fact 
that here in the UK, virtually 
all children have access to, 

and use, the internet. This can be 
at home, at school or even on their 
mobile phone, tablet or iPad. The 
benefits for facilitating learning 
are countless and this article is 
certainly not seeking to demonise 
internet use by children. What we 
would like to do however, is help 
to ensure that parents are aware 
of the potential negative impact of 

internet use by children, and how 
to mitigate against it. Whereas 
the dangers of internet use are 
commonly understood by adults, 
these risks are of course less 
easily acknowledged by children. 
It is this naivety that can make 
them an easy target for online 
criminals, whilst children can also 
inadvertently be affected by the 
nature of some material prevalent 
on the internet. Ultimately, the 
internet is an extraordinarily 

.......................................................

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘      

 Innocent web searches 
can come up with a lot of 
information and images, 
and some of it may not 
be suitable for children 
such as pornography and 
violence. They may also 
receive emails that have 
unsuitable images, links to 
adult websites or viruses 
that attack the computer.
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 or many vehicle owners, 
their car is their pride and 
joy. Something that they 
work hard to own and enjoy, 

a reflection of their status, and 
of course for those who use their 
vehicle for work it is an essential 
part of their occupation. 
Carjacking is a violent form of motor 
vehicle theft, it can mostly occur 
because the driver is in the wrong 
place at the wrong time, and is the 
victim of an opportunistic criminal. 
However, if the vehicle owner 
is known to have a particularly 
valuable vehicle, or to be carrying 
items of value within their vehicle, 
it can be the result of careful 
observation and planning on the 
part of the thief.  It constitutes a 
serious threat to the personal safety 
of the driver because the thief will 
use both force and fear to steal 
your vehicle and its contents from 
you. The worst case scenario occurs 
when you are taken to another 
location and are victims of another 
criminal act, which is usually                                                           
more dangerous than the original 
vehicle theft. These secondary 
crimes can include rape, aggravated 
assault, kidnapping for a ransom,                                                                

or even murder. 
Carjackers have been known to steal 
vehicles with children or babies 
still in the back, and the whole 
experience can add a dimension 
of fear to the normal process of 
commuting or working, leaving 
the victim terrified, wounded or             
even killed. 

When did Carjecking 

begin?

It is safe to assume that for as long 
as there have been vehicles on the 
road, carjacking has existed. The first 
recorded incident occurred in France 
in 1912, when a luxury vehicle was 
seized on the open road involving 
two deaths, but in the 1960’s there 
was a surge in incidents whereby 
criminal gangs would seize heavily 
laden goods vehicles for their 
loads. A HGV containing possibly 
hundreds of thousands of pounds 
worth of goods meant that the only 
thing between a thief and those 
goods was the driver. Gangs would 
organise a roadblock on a quiet road 
and, once the vehicle had stopped, 
be able to forcibly remove the driver 
and make away with the vehicle and 
its load. It was perceived as offering 

high rewards for a relatively low risk 
as opposed to stealing the goods 
from a warehouse. 
The crime however, has evolved 
in modern times.  As more and 
more people are driving expensive 
vehicles that are of high resale       
value to a thief. BMW, Mercedes, 
Audi and Volkswagen, are a 
favourite target because of their 
high resale value, and of course 
anyone driving a high performance 
top end car needs to be aware that 
they are a likely target.

Car manufacturers are becoming 
excellent at installing anti-theft 
methods that make a parked, 
locked vehicle difficult to steal – 
immobilisers, alarms and electronic 
keys mean that they are far from 
being easy pickings when stationary. 
It is not only high performance 
vehicles that are attractive though, 
if a gang is seeking to use a vehicle 
for an armed robbery or other 
nefarious purposes, they will seek 
to steal a car without leaving tell 
tale signs such as a broken window 
or damaged ignition, and carjacking 
provides this opportunity for 
them. Sadly, as with most violent 
crimes, those perceived as weak 
will be a prime target. Women, the 
elderly, people with children who 
can be threatened, all constitute a 
conspicuous level of vulnerability 
will stand out to a carjacker.  

Techniques

Police have observed patterns and 
techniques employed by carjackers, 
and the most common include: 

Your Car is Damaged – This method 
simply seeks to betray the trust of 

RCPMagazine RCPMagazine

a fellow road user, whereby the 
car behind yours flashes its lights 
or  the driver waves to get your 
attention. The attacker will then 
attempt to indicate that there is a 
problem with your car possibly by 
pointing to a tire. When you pull 
over, you get carjacked.

Good Samaritan – The thief or 
thieves’ stage what appears to be 
a road accident. They may simulate 
an injury. When you get out of your 
car to help they will pounce. The 
best thing to do is immediately call 
the police and report the location, 
number of cars involved, and any 
injuries you can see. The terrible 
thing about this stunt is that it 

may deter people from acting in an 
emergency situation – you should 
trust your instincts, keep your car 
locked and speak to the people from 
inside. If you have every reason to 
believe that the incident is genuine 
and feel you can help then do so, 
otherwise stay in your vehicle and 
wait for the emergency services. 
Bumping – The attacker will force 
a seemingly accidental and non-
serious collision with your car from 
behind. When you get out to inspect 
the damage and exchange insurance 
and driver information, your car is 
stolen by the thieves. This method 
of carjacking is probably the most 
common, so if your car is hit from 
behind, stay in it and call the police.

The Trap – Thieves will follow your 
car home or to work. When you pull 
into your driveway or parking space, 
the attacker will use another vehicle 
to pull up behind and block your car. 
Alternatively, they can be waiting at 
your destination when you arrive so 
be conscious of your vulnerabilities 
in the few seconds between leaving 
your car and entering a building.  

Traffic Lights – There have been 
incidences whereby someone 
simply waiting at a red light has had 
their car door yanked open, been 
pulled out and thrown into the road 
and their car stolen. 

Your Car or
Carjacking - What is it?

Your Life!

............................................................

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘      

  If a gang is seeking to 
use a vehicle for an armed 
robbery or other nefarious 
purposes, they will seek 
to steal a car without 
leaving tell tale signs 
such as a broken window 
or damaged ignition, and 
carjacking provides this 
opportunity for them.

 or many vehicle owners, 
their car is their pride and 
joy. Something that they 
work hard to own and 

enjoy, a reflection of their status, 
and of course for those who 
use their vehicle for work it is an 
essential part of their occupation. 
Carjacking is a violent form of 
motor vehicle theft, it can mostly 
occur because the driver is in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time, and is the victim of an 
opportunistic criminal. However, if 

the vehicle owner is known to have 
a particularly valuable vehicle, 
or to be carrying items of value 
within their vehicle, it can be the 
result of careful observation and 
planning on the part of the thief.  
It constitutes a serious threat to 
the personal safety of the driver 
because the thief will use both 
force and fear to steal your vehicle 
and its contents from you. The 
worst case scenario occurs when 
you are taken to another location 
and are victims of another 
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 e have again been inspired and informed by some of the many letters and 

emails that we have received since our last issue. Many touching stories have 
come in to us about how we have affected all kinds of people, and how we 

have helped and informed them in the fight against crime. If you have any comments 
about RCP, personal tales of crime prevention, advice or would like to contribute to our 
editorial team please contact us via Email. 

Dear RCP Magazine,

I am a retired police officer and wanted to express the importance of 

publications such as this. Whilst on the force I spent many years hosting 

talks and events, visiting schools and distributing leaflets and brochures 

advising about different sorts of crime and how to be protect yourself 

against it. I believe this particular magazine to be the best I have seen 

and know that distributing them is a proven form of crime prevention, 

so thank you on behalf of the people I know you will have helped.

Name and Address Supplied.

Dear Editor,

Congratulations to you for touching on the topic of terrorism in a recent issue. 

I firmly believe that too many people believe that the fight against terrorism is 

something that should be left to the police and armed forces. The truth is that 

every one of us can assist by, as you rightly point out, keeping our eyes and 

ears open. Intelligence is vital but it is of course impossible for the police to be 

everywhere at once and it may well be a member of the public that plays a part 

in avoiding an atrocity. We have a duty to stay sharp and share any information 

with the authorities and this is something I encourage my friends and family to 

do also. Keep up the good work! 

Kind Regards,

T Benton
Mrs T Benton 

Greater LondonW
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Dear RCP,

Having had a bike stolen last year I was really glad that you are highlighting the problem. Too many victims accept their bike being stolen as just “one of those things” but it is a very real crime and far from being victimless. Insuring a decent bike is expensive because there are so many committed bike thieves around and it really is worth spending a few quid on a proper lock and leaving the bike unattended as infrequently as possible. It is important too that people DO NOT BUY STOLEN BIKES! As long as there is a trade in stolen bikes they will keep being stolen to order so although it is a tempting offer to get a high end bike for a fraction of its value, I beg potential buyers to realise that not only are they handling stolen goods, but also perpetuating the livelihood of a career criminal. 

Mr. B. Jones
Manchester

LETTERS 2 EDITOR

The 21st

against them.
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Dear Community First Initiative Magazine,

I am a retired police officer and wanted to express the importance of 

publications such as this. Whilst on the force I spent many years hosting 

talks and events, visiting schools and distributing leaflets and brochures 

advising about different sorts of crime and how to protect yourself 

against it. I believe this particular magazine to be the best I have seen 

and know that distributing them is a proven form of crime prevention, 

so thank you on behalf of the people I know you will have helped.

Name and Address Supplied.
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Dear Community First Initiative,

Having had a bike stolen last year I was really glad that you are highlighting the problem. Too many victims accept their bike being stolen as just “one of those things” but it is a very real crime and far from being victimless. Insuring a decent bike is expensive because there are so many committed bike thieves around and it really is worth spending a few quid on a proper lock and leaving the bike unattended as infrequently as possible. It is important too that people DO NOT BUY STOLEN BIKES! As long as there is a trade in stolen bikes they will keep being stolen to order so although it is a tempting offer to get a high end bike for a fraction of its value, I beg potential buyers to realise that not only are they handling stolen goods, but also perpetuating the livelihood of a career criminal. 

Mr. B. Jones
Manchester
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Introduction
 reetings to you and welcome to another fast paced, action packed issue 

of Community First Initiative! In this issue of the premier crime fighting 
magazine for the UK, we are, as ever, delighted to offer a whole host of 

advice on the most common (and some of the more unusual!) forms of crime.

Unfortunately, it is thieves that are making the headlines again as we continually 
endeavour to keep our readers one step ahead of them. This time we are 
focusing on the perils of carjackers, vehicle thieves who don’t even wait until 
the vehicle is empty before trying to steal it, and not caring who they terrify or 
hurt in the process.  

We see that the presence of the internet is something that is used to target our 
children and how we can take steps to identify and prevent the problem. And 
also that criminals continue to attack the things that are held dear to us with 
nothing being out of their reach - even our hearts. Our Dependable Directory 
continues our battle against rogue traders, and is our way of helping to ensure 
you use the right people for the job.

Reading about such matters is an issue to be taken seriously, but thankfully 
there are some laws around the world that require a good belly laugh so we 
have lightened things up with our unusual crimes article – some are funny, 
some bizarre and some just downright weird!

We know as well as you do that although these can be dangerous times we are 
living in, by taking good advice and acting on it we can still strike a blow against 
the thieves, rogue traders, con artists and scammers out there by staying one 
step ahead. We hope that this issue continues to help you all to do that and, as 
ever, welcome your feedback and thoughts so please read on and enjoy…

The Editor

G



CommunityFirstInitiative



CommunityFirstInitiative



The effects of 
cyberbullying

T
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he traditional perception 
of bullying has changed 
significantly due to the 

rise of modern technology. It is no 
longer restricted to the traditional 
concept of something that 
occurs in the school playground 
or the walk home from school. 
The most frightening aspect of 
cyberbullying is that it can occur 
anywhere - at home, via email, 
texts, telephone calls, WhatsApp 
and social media websites 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 

and rather than being confined 
to an individual perpetrator or a 
gang, it can potentially involve 
hundreds of people. For the 
victims of cyberbullying, the 
effects can often be equally as 
devastating, as physical violence, 
leaving them feeling hurt, 
humiliated, angry, depressed, or 
in extreme cases even suicidal. 
The key to overcoming the 
problem is to recognise it and 
be able to take steps against it                                                             
from the onset... 

.......................................................

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘       Often, cyberbullying can 
be even more painful 
than face-to-face bullying 
because it is so intrusive – 
the places where a victim 
would ordinarily feel safe 
are by no means a haven 
from the bullies.



What is it?

Cyberbullying is a generic term 
relating to something that can occur 
when a child or teen goes online 
to access emails, text messages, 
instant messaging, social media 
websites, online forums or chat 
rooms. There are of course a 
number of devices that can do this 
rather than just a home computer 
– including a games console or 
mobile phone. The bullies then 
use this cyberspace to harass, 
threaten, or humiliate another child 
or teen. Adults can of course also be 
affected, however this article will 
focus on the effects of cyberbullying 
on children and teens, with future 
articles focusing on the effects 
on adults. Although the effects 
on the victim are very similar, 
cyberbullying can largely 
differ from traditional 
bullying in that it doesn’t 
require physical strength 
or face-to-face contact and 
isn’t limited to just a handful of 
witnesses at a time. Cyberbullies 
come in all shapes and sizes—all 
it takes is an Internet connection 
or mobile phone to equip the bully 
with the ability to harm someone, 
and can therefore even be done 
anonymously, further complicating 
the ability to resolve the problem. It 
can be done on a one on one basis, 
or with a few clicks the humiliation 
can be witnessed by hundreds or 
even thousands of people online.

How cyberbullying harms

Because the nature of cyberbullying 
extends beyond physical violence, it 
unfortunately seems to lend itself 
to increasingly imaginative forms 
of attack, ranging from sending 

threatening messages through 
email, text, or private messages, 
to breaking into private email or 
social media accounts to hurt and 
humiliate the victim. It is sadly, not 
unheard of for bullies to create a 
website or social media page to 
target their victim. 

The effects of cyberbullying

Of course, all types of bullying will 
evoke feelings of  persecution, hurt, 
anger, isolation and fear. This in 
turn often goes hand in hand with  

problems such as 
depression, anxiety, and low 
self-esteem. Often, cyberbullying 
can be even more painful than face-
to-face bullying because it is so 
intrusive – the places where a victim 
would ordinarily feel safe are by no 
means a haven from the bullies. 
Whether the victim is at home, with 
their family or on holiday – if they 
have access to an electronic device 
that can go online then they can be 
bullied. There is also the additional 
concern of the bullying continuing 
when they cannot access it – the 
horrible feeling of people laughing 
and writing about the victim behind 
their back, but publicly. It can seem 

like there’s no escape from the 
taunting and humiliation.
Part of the fear caused by 
cyberbullying that can make it                                                                              
quite different from face to face 
bullying is that it can often be  
carried out anonymously, so the 
victim may not be sure who is 
responsible. It is this anonymity 
that can embolden bullies, as 
they believe they’re less likely to 
get caught. Cyberbullying can be 
witnessed by potentially thousands 
of people. Emails can be forwarded 
to hundreds of people while social 
media posts or website comments 
can often be seen by anyone. 

The more far-reaching the 
bullying, the more heightened 
the resulting humiliation. 

Dealing with it

In the event of your child 
falling victim to bullying, it is 

important that you or they do not 
respond to messages or posts 
written about them, no matter how 
hurtful or untrue. Responding will 
only make the situation worse and 
provoking a reaction from you is 
exactly what the cyberbullies want. 
If the bullying is on a social media 
site then further posts will prompt 
more reactions and increase  the 
problem.

Instead, respond to 

cyberbullying by:

In the event of there being an 
incident of cyberbullying against a 
child, you should gently encourage 
them to inform you, another trusted 
family member or a teacher straight 
away. Your child may be tempted to 
delete the statements, but these 
will serve as useful evidence and 
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Recognising the Signs
Although, in an ideal world, we would expect and want our children to report any 
instances of bullying immediately, it is not always this easy for the victim. They 
may feel embarrassed or even guilty by the nature of the messages, or believe 
that there is nothing you can do, or that your involvement would exacerbate 
the problem. Familiarise yourself with the following symptoms of 
cyberbullying so that if necessary you can spot the warning signs: 

using the Internet or their mobile phone. 

previously enjoyed using. 

or shows signs of depression or anxiety.

In addition to looking out for these signs, 
you can also monitor your child’s 
technology use. Know who your child 
communicates with online and go 
over your child’s address book and 
instant messenger friends list with 
them. Ask who each person is and 
how your child knows them. Keep 
the computer in a busy area of your 
house so you can easily monitor its 
use, rather than allowing your child 
to use a laptop or tablet in his or her 
bedroom, for example insist on knowing 
your child’s passwords and learn the 
common acronyms kids use online and 
in text messages. 

Spot the warning signs 
of cyberbullying
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play a significant role in solving the 
problem, especially if the bullying 
involves physical threats in which 
case the police may need to  become   
involved. 
Preventing communication from the 
cyberbully, by blocking their email 
address, mobile phone number, and 
deleting them from social media 
contacts. Report their activities to 

or to any social media or other web 
sites they use to target you. The 
cyberbully’s actions may constitute 
a violation of the website’s terms of 
service or, depending on the laws 
in your area, may even warrant 
criminal charges.

Deal with incidents of 

cyberbullying

If you do recognise either the 
effects of cyberbullying in your 
child, or see evidence of it on their 
computer there are some steps that 
you should take immediately. If you 

are able to identify the cyberbully, 
you could contact his or her parents 
or notify your child’s school if the 
cyberbully is also a student there. 

place for handling cyberbullying 
but check with your child first as 
he or she may prefer to resolve the          
problem privately. 

What if my own child is a 

cyberbully? 

There are a number of things you 
can do if you discover that your child 
is bullying others online. Explain to 
your child that this kind of behaviour 
is unacceptable. Ask them: how 
would you feel if someone did these 
things to you or to someone you love? 
Try to find out why: Ask your child 
- Did something happen to make 
you act this way? It can help to be 
self analytical and consider if there 
may have been any incidences at 
home that could have led to this 
behaviour. Possibly your child 

is being bullied themselves and 
has turned to bullying as a way of 
countering this. They may be mixing 
with the wrong crowd and are being 
coerced into bullying by others to 
stay in with the crowd. If you do 
discover the cause try to help them 
deal with that problem.
Explain the severity of their actions. 
Ask them if they would like their 
actions reported to the police or 
school authorities. 
Ask them to stop the bullying 

child that you take bullying seriously 
and that you will not tolerate this 
behaviour. Encourage them to 
apologize to the victim.

of their bedroom; take away their 
phone if necessary.

child’s teacher. Work together to 
send clear messages to your child 
that his or her bullying must stop.
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Romance scams

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘        Never send money, give 
credit card or online account 
details to anyone you don’t 
know and trust. No matter 
how plausible the request 
may seem, remind yourself 
that a virtual stranger is 
asking you for money.

 here are few worse 
forms of crime than 
those which play on the 
emotions of innocent 

and often lonely people. Internet 
dating is big business in the 21st 
century, with thousands of us 
joining a dating site in search 
of love and happiness, yet an 
increasing number of these people 
are finding themselves targeted 

not by Cupid’s arrows, but by 
cold-hearted scammers. Recent 
figures suggest as many as one 
in four of all adults use a dating 
site at some time, and the figures 
that the scammers are chasing are 
the numbers in the bank accounts 
of unsuspecting users. Many of 
us like to think that we are savvy 
to these people, but they are 
employing increasingly elaborate 

T
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methods to dupe innocent people 
out of their savings, and breaking 
more than their hearts. The 
saddest thing is that although the 
number of reported dating scams 
is rapidly increasing, the true figure 
is certainly higher, due to victims 
feeling too embarrassed to report it. 
So let’s take a closer look at how the 
criminals use subtle manipulation 
to delude people and, having gained 
their trust, soon progress to trying 
to gain their cash and assets. 
After registering with an internet 
based dating agency the victim will 
receive contact from a person who 
expresses interest in them. This will 
be accompanied by a profile with 
details of their personality, hobbies, 
occupation and a photograph. 
There will often be the option of 
exchanging private messages with 
this person and it is in this manner 
that a relationship will develop. 
The exchange of conversation is 
likely to progress to text messages, 
emails and ‘phone calls, during 
which, the victim is likely to reveal 
a lot about their private life, their 
occupation, income and assets. 
The perpetrator could be working 
alone, but could also be a member 
of a highly organised crime gang 
who make a career out of duping 
people. The bottom line is that the 
person that the victim thinks they 
are communicating with is not who 
they say they are.
The criminals are patient and wait 
for the right moment to elevate 
the conversation towards the sting. 
The victim will have developed 
an emotional attachment to the 
fraudster and be susceptible to 
their suggestions, and this is often 
when a request for money will land. 
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These will often follow a pattern, 
with previous requests including 
the following: 

  They will say that they want to 
meet you but are unable to cover 
the cost of travel. Many of the 
organised gangs involved in these 
scams are based abroad and 
they will request the cost of their 
plane ticket which can run into 
thousands of pounds. They will ask 
for the money to be sent to them 
and this can often be the start 
of repeated requests for more, 
supported by seemingly plausible 
reasons. Recorded crimes of 
internet dating fraud include 
many victims who have lost sums 
of money going into tens and even 

hundreds of thousands of pounds, 
with some people losing their 
entire life savings or their homes. 
  Alarmingly, having gained the 
victim’s trust, they will tell a sob 
story about a member of their 
family, or themselves needing 
medical treatment for a terminal 
illness. 
The fraudster may claim to 
have an ailing business venture, 
or be on the brink of financial 
success but need a sum of money 
to generate more. They will 
promise faithfully to repay the 
victim, usually accompanied by a 
marriage proposal. 
  As part of the relationship with 
the fraudster the victim may have 

sent naked images of themselves 
or been recorded on a webcam 
involving sexual activity. This 
is then used to blackmail the 
victim with the fraudster making 
blackmail requests to avoid the 
images being sent to the victim’s 
family, or placed on the internet 
for all to see. Threats are made of 
ruining the victim’s career, their 
image and ultimately their lives.

Protecting yourself 

against dating fraud 

  Trust your instincts. If you think 
something’s wrong, it probably is. 
  Always guard your privacy 
online and be careful about 
what information you share. 
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Be conscious of sharing any 
information or images that you 
would not want your family or 
work colleagues to ever see.  

Does the person you are 
communicating with express strong 
feelings of emotion towards you 
early on? 

  Never send money, give credit card 
or online account details to anyone 
you don’t know and trust. No 
matter how plausible the request 

may seem, remind yourself that a 
virtual stranger is asking you for 
money. If they do ask for money 
or for your bank details and you 
do not provide them but continue 
to communicate with them, are 
the requests repeated and more 
urgent? 
  Communicate with people locally 
and not from overseas, although 
you should be aware that 
someone might tell you they are 

in the same country as you when 
they are not. 
  Never reply to communications 
from someone who you meet 
on a dating site/chat room or 
social networking website that 
then wants  to continue the 
communication by email. There is 
almost certainly an ulterior motive. 
  If you think a profile is fake, 
check the website for details on 
reporting it. Is the person’s picture 
unconvincingly attractive? Do they 
look like a supermodel? Read their 
profile carefully – does it read like 
it came from a magazine or has 
been scripted?  Usually there will 
be links or buttons on profiles to 
block or report individuals - they 
are there for a reason and you 
should use them. 

What to do if you think 

you have been a victim of 

dating fraud?

You have been the victim of a crime 
and this crime should be reported. 
You may be able to recover some of 
the cash you have sent by reporting 
the crime, and the police may well 
be able to trace the fraudster. 
Remember that you are one of 
many victims of this person or gang 
and the more it is reported, the less 
likely others are to fall prey to them. 
You should immediately cease all 
contact with the fraudster, do not 
fall for their requests for contact 
and, above all, do not send any 
more money. It is the reluctance to 
admit being a victim that makes this 
crime so appealing to the low lives 
that perpetrate it but you should 
be strong and remember that the 
only way they can be stopped is by 
reporting them. 



IT’S HERE!

THE FREE RCP MEDIA 
COMMUNITY APP

RCP Media Presenting your free complete app 
for the local community, discount vouchers, up to 
date crime news keeping you and your business 

safe and secure and much more!

Introducing the new RCP App! At RCP we are proud of our goal of reducing crime, 
and we are also conscious of the phenomenal input from our readers and advertisers. 

In order to make the relationship between our readers and advertisers even more 
beneficial, we have launched our RCP App. This App, which can be downloaded to any 
Smartphone or iPad, gives users the opportunity to take advantage of discounts from 
our advertisers, and also allows our advertisers to take advantage of discounts from 

each other. You will also be able to access monthly updates, fantastic crime prevention 
advice and tips, and advertisers will receive the first year’s use FREE OF CHARGE!
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Being
Cyber-Safe

T
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here is no escaping the fact 
that here in the UK, virtually 
all children have access to, 

and use, the internet. This can be 
at home, at school or even on their 
mobile phone, tablet or iPad. The 
benefits for facilitating learning 
are countless and this article is 
certainly not seeking to demonise 
internet use by children. What we 
would like to do however, is help 
to ensure that parents are aware 
of the potential negative impact of 

internet use by children, and how 
to mitigate against it. Whereas 
the dangers of internet use are 
commonly understood by adults, 
these risks are of course less 
easily acknowledged by children. 
It is this naivety that can make 
them an easy target for online 
criminals, whilst children can also 
inadvertently be affected by the 
nature of some material prevalent 
on the internet. Ultimately, the 
internet is an extraordinarily 

.......................................................

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘      

 Innocent web searches 
can come up with a lot of 
information and images, 
and some of it may not 
be suitable for children 
such as pornography and 
violence. They may also 
receive emails that have 
unsuitable images, links to 
adult websites or viruses 
that attack the computer.



beneficial learning instrument for 
children and is now an essential tool 
for their education.

Why Children go Online

At school and at home, your child 
may use the internet to: 

  Find out information to help 
with schoolwork and to develop 
essential computer skills.

  Communicate with their friends 
through email and instant 
messaging like MSN 

  Talk to people online in chat-
rooms, blogs and forums.

  Share information about 
themselves and talk to people 
on social networking sites like 
Facebook.

  Pursue hobbies and download 
music, games and films.

Some of the Common Risks

  Viewing unsuitable material 
on websites; Innocent web 
searches can come up with a lot 
of information and images, and 
some of it may not be suitable for 
children such as pornography and 
violence. They may also receive 
emails that have unsuitable 
images, links to adult websites or 
viruses that attack the computer.

  Forming online friendships with 
adults who pose a risk to children; 
This is one of the most dangerous 
risks for children online. It is of 
course well publicised that there 
are  adults  that use chat rooms to 
meet children online by pretending 

to be a child themselves.  
Their intention is to develop a 
relationship with the child with the 
intention of abusing them; this is 
known as ‘grooming’. Children may 
also share personal information 
or photographs of themselves on 
social networking sites that allows 
them to be contacted or located by 
unsuitable adults.

  Making purchases online; Their 
gullibility means that children 
may be tempted to respond to 
advertisements and offers they 
receive over the internet and give 
out financial information that can 
lead to fraud or identity theft. 

These are all very serious and 
potentially dangerous risks 
associated with surfing the net, 
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   and the personal details of their family, friends or teachers.  

friendship with an appropriate person in their neighbourhood, but this should be vetted by you first. 

Also ensure that you keep your own bank details, debit cards etc safe from your children. 

   if they do not know the person who has sent the email.  

makes them feel uncomfortable or makes them 
    feel frightened. 

To make sure they stay 
safe online, you should 
teach your child: 
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however with the appropriate 
precautions being taken, your 
children should be able to use the 
internet safely. Teach your child how 
to keep themselves safe online and 
take the following action yourself;

  Communication is key - talk to 
your child about the dangers of 
using the internet. 

  Talk to your children about what 
kind of sites they can and can’t 
visit and try to encourage them 
to only use regulated chat rooms 
and social networking sites that 
are designed for their age group. 

  Rather than leaving them to 
their own devices, take an active 
interest in their online activities; 
discuss with them what they are 
doing and who they are talking to.

  Contact your internet service 
provider (BT, Virgin etc) for advice 
on family security settings and 
parental controls that can filter 
internet content, block viruses or 
spam email to your computer or 

limit access to certain websites. 
This can be instrumental as a form 
of defence against unsuitable 
content for children and is very 
easy to set up. 

  There are child-friendly search 
engines which will block out 
unsuitable websites.

Be conscious of your children using 
the internet in their room – try and 
ensure that the computer is used in 
a shared room such as the lounge 
so that you can be aware of their 
online activities. 

  In the event of your child 
accidentally visiting an adult 
website or opening an unsuitable 
attachment, don’t over-react. 
If they feel they have done 
something bad that will result 
in punishment this may make 
them less likely to tell you if it          
happens again.  

Even if you take every precaution, 
there is still a chance your child may 
come into contact with unsuitable 

people or receive offensive images 
or messages. Make sure your 
child knows to tell you about any 
problems they may have and 
reassure them that they won’t be 
blamed.  

If your child is in online contact 
with an unsuitable adult… 

  You should immediately ensure 
that the online contact is 
terminated.  

  Ensure your child only allows 
close friends to access their social 
networking site by setting their 
privacy level to ‘friends only’. 

  Report the matter to the police 
and offer any evidence that you 
have. It could help to prevent 
the perpetrator from harming 
someone else’s child. Just as you 
have rules to keep your child safe 
in the offline world such as letting 
you know where they are going, 
who they’ll be with and what 
time they should come home, it’s 
a good idea to have similar rules 
about using the internet.
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Your Car or
Carjacking - What is it?

Your Life!
............................................................

 ‘ ‘       ‘ ‘      

  If a gang is seeking to 
use a vehicle for an armed 
robbery or other nefarious 
purposes, they will seek 
to steal a car without 
leaving tell tale signs 
such as a broken window 
or damaged ignition, and 
carjacking provides this 
opportunity for them.

 or many vehicle owners, 
their car is their pride and 
joy. Something that they 
work hard to own and 

enjoy, a reflection of their status, 
and of course for those who 
use their vehicle for work it is an 
essential part of their occupation. 
Carjacking is a violent form of 
motor vehicle theft, it can mostly 
occur because the driver is in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time, and is the victim of an 
opportunistic criminal. However, 

if the vehicle owner is known 
to have a particularly valuable 
vehicle, or to be carrying items of 
value within their vehicle, it can be 
the result of careful observation 
and planning on the part of the 
thief.  It constitutes a serious 
threat to the personal safety of the 
driver because the thief will use 
both force and fear to steal your 
vehicle and its contents from you. 
The worst case scenario occurs 
when you are taken to another 
location and are victims of another 

F

CommunityFirstInitiative



criminal act, which is usually                                                           
more dangerous than the original 
vehicle theft. These secondary 
crimes can include rape, aggravated 
assault, kidnapping for a ransom,                                                                
or even murder. 
Carjackers have been known to steal 
vehicles with children or babies 
still in the back, and the whole 
experience can add a dimension 
of fear to the normal process of 
commuting or working, leaving 
the victim terrified, wounded or             
even killed. 

When did Carjecking begin?

It is safe to assume that for as long 
as there have been vehicles on the 
road, carjacking has existed. The first 
recorded incident occurred in France 
in 1912, when a luxury vehicle was 
seized on the open road involving 
two deaths, but in the 1960’s there 
was a surge in incidents whereby 
criminal gangs would seize heavily 
laden goods vehicles for their 
loads. A HGV containing possibly 
hundreds of thousands of pounds 
worth of goods meant that the only 
thing between a thief and those 
goods was the driver. Gangs would 
organise a roadblock on a quiet road 

and, once the vehicle had stopped, 
be able to forcibly remove the driver 
and make away with the vehicle and 
its load. It was perceived as offering 
high rewards for a relatively low risk 
as opposed to stealing the goods 
from a warehouse. 
The crime however, has evolved 
in modern times.  As more and 
more people are driving expensive 
vehicles that are of high resale       
value to a thief. BMW, Mercedes, 
Audi and Volkswagen, are a 
favourite target because of their 
high resale value, and of course 
anyone driving a high performance 
top end car needs to be aware that 
they are a likely target.

Car manufacturers are becoming 
excellent at installing anti-theft 
methods that make a parked, 
locked vehicle difficult to steal – 
immobilisers, alarms and electronic 
keys mean that they are far from 
being easy pickings when stationary. 
It is not only high performance 
vehicles that are attractive though, 
if a gang is seeking to use a vehicle 
for an armed robbery or other 
nefarious purposes, they will seek 
to steal a car without leaving tell 

tale signs such as a broken window 
or damaged ignition, and carjacking 
provides this opportunity for 
them. Sadly, as with most violent 
crimes, those perceived as weak 
will be a prime target. Women, the 
elderly, people with children who 
can be threatened, all constitute a 
conspicuous level of vulnerability 
will stand out to a carjacker.  

Techniques

Police have observed patterns and 
techniques employed by carjackers, 
and the most common include: 

Your Car is Damaged – This method 
simply seeks to betray the trust of 
a fellow road user, whereby the 
car behind yours flashes its lights 
or  the driver waves to get your 
attention. The attacker will then 
attempt to indicate that there is a 
problem with your car possibly by 
pointing to a tire. When you pull 
over, you get carjacked.

Good Samaritan – The thief or 
thieves’ stage what appears to be 
a road accident. They may simulate 
an injury. When you get out of your 
car to help they will pounce. The 
best thing to do is immediately call 
the police and report the location, 
number of cars involved, and any 
injuries you can see. The terrible 
thing about this stunt is that it 
may deter people from acting in an 
emergency situation – you should 
trust your instincts, keep your car 
locked and speak to the people from 
inside. If you have every reason to 
believe that the incident is genuine 
and feel you can help then do so, 
otherwise stay in your vehicle and 
wait for the emergency services. 
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Bumping – The attacker will force 
a seemingly accidental and non-
serious collision with your car from 
behind. When you get out to inspect 
the damage and exchange insurance 
and driver information, your car is 
stolen by the thieves. This method 
of carjacking is probably the most 
common, so if your car is hit from 
behind, stay in it and call the police.

The Trap – Thieves will follow your 
car home or to work. When you pull 
into your driveway or parking space, 
the attacker will use another vehicle 
to pull up behind and block your car. 
Alternatively, they can be waiting at 
your destination when you arrive so 
be conscious of your vulnerabilities 

in the few seconds between leaving 
your car and entering a building.  

Traffic Lights – There have been 
incidences whereby someone 
simply waiting at a red light has had 
their car door yanked open, been 
pulled out and thrown into the road 
and their car stolen. 

What You Can Do

A determined carjacker is a 
dangerous threat to the safety of 
you and anyone in your vehicle, 
however there are a number of steps 
you can take to make life harder 
for them and to avoid becoming a 
victim. You should be observant at 
all times and be particularly aware 

of the places where a criminal is 
more likely to strike such as:

  Areas of high crime such as cities. 
  Traffic lights and junctions where 
you must stop 
  Isolated areas in parking lots 
   Traffic jams or congested areas

Be mentally prepared and you 
are one step ahead of a potential 
situation. In traffic, keep some 
distance between you and the 
vehicle in front so that if necessary, 
you can manoeuvre easily –
approximately half your vehicle’s 
length. (A good tip is that you should 
always be able to see the rear tires 
of the vehicle in front of you.)
When stopped, make use of your 
rear and side view mirrors to stay 
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aware of your surroundings. Also 
keep your doors locked and your 
windows up. All carjackers rely to a 
degree on the element of surprise 
with most carjacking victims stating 
that they had no idea what was 
going on until the attackers were at 
their car door. 

  Always park in well-lit areas. 
Try not to park in isolated or 
visually obstructed areas near 
walls or heavy foliage where an 
attacker can lie in wait.
  If you’re travelling an unfamiliar 
route, particularly in a foreign 
country, carefully check directions 
before you set out, so that you 
don’t have to pull over and stop 
along the way. Carjackers may 
pick up on a foreign accent and 
use your lack of knowledge of an 
area to their advantage.
  When you are walking to your 
car be wary of anyone suspicious 
sitting in cars nearby. 
   If someone you don’t know begins 
to approach you, change direction 
or run to a busy area. 
   Be conscious of tailgating. 
Carjackers love to box you in and 
not leave you any way out. So if 
you tailgate, you’re doing half of 
their work for them!
  As you approach your vehicle, look 
under, around, and inside your 
car. If safe, open the door, enter 
quickly, and lock the doors.
  Don’t be an easy target by turning 
your back while loading packages 
into a vehicle.
  Make it your habit to always lock 
your car doors, start your car and 
drive away immediately. If you 
are sat in your car faffing while it 
is unlocked then you are an easy 
target for a carjacker. 

  Always drive with your                       
doors locked, and remember 
that if you drive a convertible                                
you are particularly susceptible                 
to carjacking. 
  Teach and practice with your 
children a routine to enter and exit 
the car quickly.
  If you are stopped at traffic 
lights or a junction and are 
aware of people around you that 
look suspicious then put your 
windows up. 
  If you are bumped in traffic, by 
young males, be suspicious of the 
accident. Stay in your car, keep the 
doors locked and call the police to 
report the incident. 

  If you are ever confronted by an 
armed carjacker don’t resist.  
Give up your keys or valuables if 
demanded, without resistance.  
Never argue, fight or chase the 
thief, nothing is more valuable 
than your safety! If you’re alone 
and you’re given the opportunity, 
get out and get away. Never   
agree to be kidnapped. Drop the 
cars keys and run and scream        
for help. 
  If you are bumped from behind or 
if someone tries to alert you to a 
problem with your vehicle, pull 
over only when you reach a safe 
public place, a police station, or an 
officer or police car.



Under Arrest?
You Are Having a Laugh!

 great many of us are aware of what 
constitutes breaking the law and thankfully, 
abide by the rules. As law abiding citizens 
we know wrong from right and can say 

with great confidence that we are the good guys and 
not the law breakers. The law however can be a rather 
unusual thing! Most of us may have encountered an 

urban myth or two about some of the bizarre laws 
that are in place throughout the world but believe it 
or not all of the following are true! Admittedly many 
were put in place centuries ago and have never been 
repealed, but it should keep you all on your toes when 
travelling – particularly to the USA which seems to 
have the monopoly on weird law-breaking!

A
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Standing up for the rights 
of pets that are offended 
by aesthetically unpleasant 
pranksters means that 
in Oklahoma, you can be 
arrested for making ugly 
faces at a dog. 

I’m guessing it reduces 
the number of hospital 
admissions with nasty 
splinters - In Devon, Texas, 
it is against the law to make 
furniture while you are nude.

Bad news for anyone who 
likes to be accompanied by a 
string instrument in a flimsy 
container…In  Salt Lake 
County, Utah, it’s illegal to 
walk down the street carrying 
a violin in a paper bag.

If you’re going on a ski holiday 
in the future, you’ll need to 
know that in Switzerland, it 
is illegal for a man to relieve 
himself while standing up 
after 10pm. 

Cross-dressing inanimate 
objects in Indiana is a big 
no-no. It’s against the law 
to dress ‘Barbie’ in ‘Ken’s’ 
clothes.

In Samoa, it’s a crime to 
forget your own wife’s 
birthday. This law also exists 
in my house. 

Pennsylvanian practical 
jokers have a battle on their 
hands with the fun police - in 
Pennsylvania, it’s against the 
law to tie a dollar bill on a bit 
of string on the ground and 
pull it away when someone 
tries to pick it up.

In Florida men seen publicly 
in any kind of strapless gown 
can be fined.

In California it is illegal for a 
vehicle without a driver to 
exceed 60 miles per hour. So 
who do the police actually 
arrest?
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In Texas, it’s illegal to 
threaten somebody with an 
UNLOADED gun. Not sure 
if that means threatening 
someone with a loaded gun 
is legal or not… Going to the Algarve this 

summer? Please bear in mind 
that In Portugal, it’s against 
the law to pee in the ocean.

In Connecticut there are 
no excuses for sleeping on 
the job! Night watchmen 
are forbidden from drinking 
decaffeinated coffee while 
working.

In Illinois they are clearly 
clamping down on smoking, 
as giving a lighted cigar to a 
pet is illegal.

In Montana, it’s illegal to tear 
a phone book in half. Geoff 
Capes never goes there on 
holiday.

The Italian fashion police 
obviously carry some weight, 
anyone considered “obese” 
is forbidden from wearing 
polyester.

Presumably seeking to save 
excessive dry cleaning bills 
for dim-witted people, it is 
illegal in Kentucky, to carry 
ice cream cones in your 
pocket.

In Australia, it’s illegal to 
name any animal you plan to 
eat. Bet Skippy is relieved.

Clearly having tired of 
smart-Alecs, in New Jersey, 
answering a traffic officer 
who enquires “Do you know 
why I pulled you over?” by 
saying, “If you don’t know, 
I’m not going to tell you” will 
get you an automatic three 
hundred dollar fine.

Glad I discovered this before 
I went there on holiday, in 
Victoria. Australia after mid 
day on Sunday, it’s illegal to 
wear pink hot pants.
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In Miami, Florida, imitating 
animals is illegal.

Residents of  Baltimore, 
Maryland, can watch films 
without looking over their 
shoulder - taking a lion to the 
cinema is illegal.

Just in case Wallace and 
Gromit are reading, they 
should know that In South 
Dakota, It is illegal to lie down 
and fall asleep in a cheese 
factory. Planning on moving to the 

continent, buying a pig and 
naming it after an Emperor?  
Good job you read this first, 
because in France, it’s illegal 
to name a pig Napoleon.

In Victoria, Australia, you 
need a licensed electrician to 
change a light bulb.

Much to the relief of our 
humped friends, in Arizona, 
hunting camels is against the 
law.

Obviously the preservation 
of a ladies dignity is 
more important than the 
preservation of her life, for 
in St. Louis, Missouri, if a 
woman is in her night clothes, 
it is illegal for a fireman to 
rescue her. 

Here’s a great bit of advice 
for would be criminals – if 
you live in Texas and feel that 
you are going to commit a 
crime, you should legally give 
24 hours notice to the police.

Don’t try too hard to impress 
your date In Washington - 
pretending to have wealthy 
parents is illegal.

In Singapore chewing gum is 
illegal.
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Good manners cost nothing, 
but bad manners in the 
company of the deceased can 
get you in a world of trouble 
in North Carolina, where it 
is illegal to swear in front of 
dead people.

Commandos be warned, In 
Thailand, it is illegal to leave 
your house without your 
underwear on.

In Pennsylvania, it is illegal to 
sleep on top of a refrigerator 
outdoors.

The sexual proclivities of 
petrol-heads in Oklahoma are 
kept in check by the illegality 
of molesting an automobile.

It could be the result 
of lobbying by tissue 
manufacturers, but in Israel, 
you could be prosecuted for 
picking your nose on Sunday.

Very important this one, if 
you are in the States and 
overwhelmed by a strong 
urge to ensure that a beast 
of burden is nice and clean 
at evening time, then heads 
up!  In Oklahoma, it is against 
the law to have a sleeping 
donkey in your bathtub after 
7PM.

In Chicago, it is illegal for 
anyone to eat in a place that 
is on fire.

If you’re heading to Ohio 
armed with vodka and a 
determination to inebriate 
anything piscine then stop 
right now. It is against state 
law to get a fish drunk. So you 
could go to another state, or 
get a different hobby. 

In Miami, Florida, it is illegal 
to skateboard in a police 
station. Why they built cells 
with half pipes in the first 
place is a mystery. 

As a consequence of the 
number of single ladies 
causing a nuisance by 
throwing themselves from 
aircraft towards the end of 
the weekends, the law in 
Florida states that unmarried 
women who parachute on 
Sundays can be jailed.
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Obviously frustrated at the 
vast amount of businesspeople 
and tourists climbing a certain 
number of stairs in order 
to kill their tea, the law in 
Texas decided that it is illegal 
to shoot a buffalo from the 
second story of a hotel.

In British Columbia the cold 
blooded murder of mythical 
beasts is taken very seriously 
because it is illegal to kill a 
Sasquatch or Bigfoot if one is 
ever found.

It’s heartening to know that 
here in London; it is illegal 
for a City taxi to carry either a 
dead body or a rabid dog.

Also, if you turn up at the 
Houses of Parliament (in 
a cab that didn’t contain a 
corpse or a dog with rabies) 
it is useful to know that it is 
illegal to die in the Houses 
of Parliament. And if you 
do, don’t expect to get a taxi 
anywhere. For any Bond villains reading 

this you need to know that 
in Chico, California, the law 
states that anybody who 
detonates a nuclear device 
within the city limits is liable 
to a fine of $500. Quite right 
too. 

It’s nice to know that back 
here in blighty we can also fly 
the flag for ludicrous laws! 

An old favourite this one! In 
the city of York, it is legal to 
kill a Scotsman within the 
city boundary, but only if he 
is carrying a bow and arrow.

In Texas, It is illegal to sell 
one’s own eye. No one has 
ever broken this law three 
times.

Still In London, it is illegal 
to flag down a taxi if you 
have the plague. If you are 
accompanied by a dog with 
rabies and then die before 
you get to your destination, 
you’re in serious trouble.

And finally, in England, it is 
an act of treason to place 
a postage stamp bearing 
the Queen upside down. No 
excuses.

In Ames, Iowa, it is illegal 
for men to have three sips 
of beer while they are in bed 
with their wives, so make 
those first two swigs count 
guys!
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Thank you for supporting
Community First Initiative



If you are going away on holiday you can give your home the “lived-in” look by fitting a timer to 
your lamps. A timer is an inexpensive device that can be set to switch on house lights to give the 

impression that someone is home, and can save you a lot of money and heartache. 

For more information please visit: www.communityfirstinitiative.com

Don’t make your 
absence easy for 
burglars to spot


